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While 


every State plan is necessarily based on some State law, the extent to which the plan is 


The following pages summarize State “plans” as distinguished from State “laws.” 


embodied in the law varies greatly among the States. 
In addition to the provisions tabulated on the succeeding pages, each State plan must: 


(1) Provide that it shall be in effect in all political subdivisions of the State and, if 


administered by them, be mandatory upon them; 


(2) Provide for granting to any individual, whose claim for aid is denied, an 


opportunity for a fair hearing before such State agency; 


(3) Provide that the State agency will make such reports, in such form and con- 
taining such information as the Board may from time to time require, and 
comply wiih such provisions as the Board may from time to time find necessary 


to assure the correctness and verification of such reports; and 


(4) Provide that no aid will be furnished any individual under the plan with 
respect to any period with respect to which he is receiving old-age assistance 
under the State plan approved under title |, section 2, of the Federal Social 


Security Act. 


Column 1.—Effective date, e. g., ‘Plan effective February 1, 1936," indicates the date 


as of which Federal matching was made available. 


Column 8.—By “NNO LIMITATION” is meant that no exact amount of money is estab- 
lished as either a maximum or a minimum grant. So much of any payment 
to the individual as exceeds $40 per month and grants for medical care and 


funeral expenses are not counted in computing Federal grants. 


(1) 


Column 9.—By “DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY” is meant the primary responsibility for 


making investigations and maintaining direct contact with the individual. 


Column 10,—By “SUPERVISORY RESPONSIBILITY” is meant that ultimate control 
exercised by the highest State governmental unit specializing in public- 
welfare services, e. g., a State department of public welfare as distinguished 
from its subordinate division of old-age assistance. This column indicates the 


“single State agency” required by the Federal Social Security Act. 


Column 11.—This column indicates the title and composition of the State board or com- 
mission (if any), the title of the executive officer, and the method of appoint- 


ment of each of these. 


Column 12.—This column indicates the title and composition of the local board er com- 
mission (if any), the title of the local executive officer, and the method ot 
appointment of each of these. There is no entry in this column, however, 
if the plan is State-administered and the organization of the local unit is 


determined by administrative action of the State agency. 


Column 14.—This column indicates the agency finally determining eligibility and amount 


of grant as a matter of routine (in the absence of appeal ond fair hearing). 


Column 17.—This column, unless otherwise specified, indicates ultimate distribution. of 
assistance costs only up to the limit for Federal participation. (Seé note on 


column 8.) 


Effective dates 
of plans 


ments 
1 2 
ALABAMA 
Plan effective Apr. 
1, 1937. more. 
ARIZONA 
Plan effective Feb. 
1, 1936. over. 


AEKANSAS 


Plan effective Apr. | 16 
1, 1936. 


CALIFORNIA 


Plan effective July | 16 years 


Age require- 


16 years or 


years 
over. 


Citizenship 
Tequirements 
3 
ING Se 
pS a 
i Ci Se i «a 
or None 


Residence requirements 


4 


Resident of State 5 out of 9 
years immediately preced- 
ing application, last year 
of which continuous and 
immediately preceding ap- 
lication, or lost eyesight 
while resident of State. 


years immediately pre- 
ceeding application, last 
year of which continuous 
and immediately preced- 
ing application, or lost 
eyesight while resident of 
State. 


Resident of State continu- 
ously for 1 year, or lost eye- 
sight while resident of 
State. 


5of 9 years immediately pre- 

ceding application ard 1 

hed immediately preced- 
g application. 


Has not_ sufficient 


Conditions of eligibility 


Property and income 
limitations 


5 


income 
when added to contributions 
in money, subsistence, or 
services from al] other 
sources to provide a reason- 
able subsistence compatible 
with decency and health. 
Has not directly or indirect- 
ly disposed of any property 
for purpose of qualifying. 
Has no relatives legally re 
sponsible for support and 
able to support. 


Resident of State 5 of 9 | Income or other resources in- 


sufficient to provide reason- 
able subsistence compatible 
with decency and health. 
Has not disposed of any 
property within 5 years in 
order to qualify. 


Has not made an assignment 
or transfer of any property 
within 2 years in order to 
qualify. Has not sufficient 
income or other resources to 
provide a reasonable sub- 
sistence compatible with de- 
cency and health. 


Must not own property in ex: 
cess of $3,000, or cash and 
securities in excess of $590. 
Income from _ specified 
sources of an annual) average 
of $33.33 per month is not 
counted. Not receiving ade- 
quate support from legally 
responsible husband. wife, 
parent, or adult child able 
to support. 


Definitions (need, 
blindness, ete.) 


G 


Blindness: Has no vision or has 
central] visual acuity of 20/200 
or less in better eye with cor- 
recting glasses or has a marked 
field defect. Needy condition 
must be primarily due to limi- 
tations of eyesight. 


Blindness: Has no vision or has 
vision in better eye of 20/200 or 
Jess, or has a disqualifying vis- 
ual field defect. Examination 
by authorized ophthalmolo- 
gist required. 


Blindness: Central visual acuity 
in better eye with correcting 
glasses of 20/200 or less. 


“Needy blind person’’ is one 
who through Joss or impair- 
ment of eyesight is unable to 
provide himself with the neces- 
sities of life and does not have 
sufficient income to maintain 
himself. 


Other 


May not be an inmate of pub- 


lie institution (but tempo- 
rary medical care allowable 
for recipient) or an inmate of 
a private institution not ap- 
proved by Statedepartment. 
May not be in need of con- 
tinuing institutional care, 
provided such care is reason: 
ably available. May not be 
publicly soliciting alms. Ex- 
amination by approved oph- 
thalmologist required Re- 
fusal of treatment may be 
ground for denial of assist- 
ance, 


Assistance may not be granted 
anyone who refuses treat- 
ment after ophthalmologist 
certifies and supervising 
ophthalmologist verifies that 
such treatment may restore 
or partially restore his eye- 
sight. Shall not solicit alms 
while receiving assistance. 
Is not an inmate of any in- 
stitution. Is not in need of 
continued institutional care. 


Not an inmate of a tax-sup- 
ported ir stitution at time of 
receiving assistance, Exam- 
ination or reexamination by 
approved ophthalmologist 
required. 


Must not be, while receiving 
aid, an inmate of a State or 
local institution except for 
hospitalization up to 30 days, 
Must not Jrptcesh solicit 
alms. Must be examined hy 
physician skilled in diseases 
of the eye. 


No limitation. 


Limitations on 


allowances 
8 
Maximum: $30 per 
month. 
Maximum: $30 sper 
month. Temporary 


medical and surgical 
assistance may _ be 
granted. Funeral ex- 
penses may not, in 
any case, exceed $75. 


Treat- 
ment to prevent blind- 
ness or restore sight, 
including travel and 
other expenses, may 
be allowed. 


Maximum: Aid plus in- 


come shall equal $50 
per month. 


AID TO 


Administration 


Direct responsibility 


9 


County department of 
public welfare. 


State department of 
socia] security and 
welfare operating 
through county de- 
partments of social 
security and welfare. 


County department 
of public welfare. 


County board of su- 
pervisors, authority 
delegated to county 
welfare department 
or county welfare 
agent. 


THE BLIND 


Supervisory 
responsibility 


10 


Administration 


Procedures 


State agency 
11 


State department of | State board of public wel- 


public welfare. 


fare (advisory and policy- 
forming)—Governor 
(chairman) and 6 un- 
paid members (2 women) 
appointed by Governor 
for overlapping terms. 
Commissioner appointed 
by State board. 


Local agency 


12 


County board of public 
welfare—7 unpaid mem- 
bers (2 women) selected 
by governing body of 
county. County direc- 
tor of public welfare ap- 
pointed by county 
board, 


State department of | State board of social secu- 


social security and 


welfare. 


rity and welfare (admin- 
istrative)—5 members 
appointed by Governor. 
Commissioner of social 
security and welfare 
appointed by State 
board. Advisory com- 
mittee—superintend- 
ents of State school for 
deaf and blind and of 
public health, physician 
from State medical so- 
ciety, certified ophthal- 
mologist, director of vo- 
cational rehabilitation, 
representative of a serv- 
ice club, and 1 other 
member. 


Place of application 


13 


County department 
of public welfare. 


Final decision Liens 
14 15 
State department of | No provision_____- 


public welfare. 


Other 


$500 fine or 12 months’ 
hard labor or both for 
fraud. 


County board of social se- 
curity and welfare (ad- 
ministrative)—1 county 
supervisor and 2 other 
members appointed by 
county board of super- 
visors. Secretary ap- 
pointed by county 
board. 


County board of so- 
cial security and 
welfare. 


State department of 
social security and 
welfare. 


State department of | State board of public wel- 


public welfare. 


fare (advisory and pol- 
icy-forming)—9 mem- 
bers (1 from each con- 
gressional district and 2 
members at large) ap- 
pointed by the Gov- 
ernor. Commissioner of 
public welfare (ex officio 
member of board) ap- 
pointed by Governor. 


State department of | Social welfare board (ad- 


social welfare. 
Chief, division of 
blind. 


ministrative)—7 mem- 
bers appointed by Gov- 
ernor. Director of social 
welfare, ex officio secre- 
tary to the board, ap- 
pointed by State board. 


County board of public 
welfare (advisory) — 5 
members, selected by 
the State board and 
commissioner, 1 from 
each list submitted by 
each of the 5 constitu- 
tional officers of the 
county. County direc- 
tor of public welfare ap- 
poner by county 
oard. 


County board of supervi- 
sors (administrative)— 
authority delegated to 
county welfare depart- 
ment or county welfare 
agent. 


County department 
of public welfare. 


State department of 
public welfare. 


County welfare de- 
partment or coun- 
ty welfare agent. 


Payment made on 
recommendation 
of county board of 
supervisors. Re- 
view of each case 
by State depart- 
ment. 


No provision_____- 


Amount of assistance 
granted is recoverable 
as a debt if applicant 
failed to disclose posses- 
sion of property or in- 
come which would have 
affected amount of as- 
sistance or made recipi- 
ent ineligible. $250 fine 
or 3 months’ imprison- 
ment or both for fraud. 


No provision_._____| Assistance paid in excess 


No provision. 


of need recoverable as 
debt due State. Fraud 
punishable as misde- 
Mmeanor by not more 
than $200 fine or not 
more than 3 months’ 
imprisonment or both. 


Any person who in order 
to secure aid for himself 
or another makes false 
statement under oath 
is guilty of perjury. 
Any person illegally 
obtaining assistance is 
to make restitution. 


Assistance costs 


17 


County, 25 percent; 
State, 25 percent; 


Federal, 650 per- 
cent, 
State, 50 percent; 


Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


State, 50 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


Sources of funds for assistance 


State funds 


18 


Local funds 


19 


General fund and | General fund and 


part of proceeds of 
State beverage 
control act. 


part of proceeds 
of State beverage 
control act and of 
State sales tax. 


Public-welfare fund | None, 


(State luxury and 
air sales tax- 
es). 


Public-welfare fund 
(retail sales, spir- 
ituous and vinous 
liquor, pool tables, 
advertising prizes, 
horse racing, grey- 
hound racing, 
travel bureaus, 
and certain funds 
from confederate 
pension fund). 


Up to $40: County, 
25 percent; State, 
25 percent; Fed- 
eral, 50 percent. 
Excess over $40: 
County, 50 per- 
cent; State, 50 per- 
cent. State pays 
county share 
when recipient 
does not have a 
county residence. 


General fund__-____-- 


None. 


General property 
tax. 


Effective dates 
ofp! Age require- 
ments 
1 
COLORADO 


Plan effective Apr. 
1, 1936. 


CONNECTICUT 
Plan effective July 
1, 1938. 


DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA 


Plan effective Feb. | 16 or more 
1, 1936. years if be- 
came blind 
while resi- 
dent of Dis- 
trict; other 
cases at least 
21 years. 


requirements 


Citizen of United | 5 
States. 


Resider ce requirements 
4 


Conditions of eligibility 


Property and income 
limitations 


5 


Became or shall become 


blind while a bona fide 
resident of the State and 
continues to reside in the 
State, or shall have resided 
there for 5 of the 9 years 
preceding application, the 
last year of which shall 
have been continuous and 
immediately preceding ap- 
plication. 


See column 8. Has not dis- 


posed of any roperty for 
purpose of qualifying with- 
in 5 years immediately pre- 
ceding application. 


years in past 9 and 1 year | Applicant has not assigned or 


continuous preceding ap- 
plication. 


Citizen of United | If became blind while resi- 
States. 


dent of District must be 
resident for 1 yearnext pre- 
ceding application. Other 
cases: Resident of District 
5 of 9 years immediately 
preceding application and 
1 year immediately preced- 
ing application. 


transferred any property 
for purpose of qualifying. 
No disqualifications for 
ownership of real property, 
providing compliance with 
conditions in column 15, or 
of personal property pro- 
viding he assigns such prop- 
erty to the commissioner 
if so required. Insurance 
assignment not required. 
Has no legally responsible 
telatives able to support. 
May retain cash equivalent 
to 1 year’s maintenance. 
Generally, real property 
limited to home and to 
$5,000 or less in equity. 


See column 6. If applicant 


no insurance or estate, 
his bank account up to $250 
should be maintained for 
funeral expenses. Legally 
responsible relatives must 
support in proportion to 
ability. 


AID TO 


Definitions (need, 
blindness, ete.) 


6 


a a Ea le oa ee, 


Other 


Need: Has not sufficient income 


or resources to provide a rea- 
sonable subsistence compat- 
ible with decency and health. 
Blindness: Vision in better 
eye with correcting glasses of 
20/200 or less, or disqualifying 
visual field defect, certified 
by ophthalmologist and de- 
termined by State board. 


Blindness: Total and permanent 


loss of sight in both eyes, or 
the reduction to one-tenth or 
less of normal vision with 
glasses. Need: Has insuffi- 
cient means to maintain self 
on reasonable standard of 
health and decency and has 
no legally responsible rela- 
tives able to support. Has 
paid poll tax to full extent of 
his obligation. Examination 
by ophthalmologist required. 


Need: Unable to provide self 


with necessities of life and has 
not sufficient means of own to 
maintain self. Blindness: 
Central visual acuity of 20/200 
or less in better eye with cor- 
recting glasses. Doctor’s cer- 
tificate required. 


Not an inmate of or being 


maintained by any public 
institution at time of receiv- 
ing assistance. Not in need 
of continuing institutional 
care because of physical or 
mental condition. Not so- 
liciting alms. Assistance de- 
nied or discontinued for 
refusing treatment if 8 de 
thalmologist certifies that 
partial or entire restoration 
of eyesight may result. In- 
eligible for any other public 
relief except for temporary 
medical and surgical assist- 
ance, 


Is not receiving institutional 


care at public or private ex- 
pense. Is not serving sen- 
tence and is not on_proba- 
tion. 


Cannot be rehabilitated for 


self-support. Notaninmate 
of any institution supported 
in whole or in part by Fed- 
eral or District Government. 
Does not refuse to work if be- 
tween 16 and 65 years of age 
and is capable of working. 
Not refusing to submit to 
removal of disability, if ree- 
ommended. Has not de- 
prived self of eyesight or lost 
eyesight during perpetra- 
tion of criminal offense or 
by reason of vicious habits. 
Not publicly soliciting alms. 


Limitations on 
allowances 


Maximum: The assist- 


ance granted by the 
county is not to exceed 
$30 per month, and 
income plus assistance 
is not to exceed $45 for 
applicant without de- 
pendents and $60 for 
applicant with de- 
pendents. Funeral ex- 
penses may not exceed 
$100. Payment al- 
lowed for treatment 
to prevent blindness 
or restore eyesight. 


Maximum: $9 per week. 


Funeral expenses may 
not exceed $100 and 
the cost of a burial lot 


Maximum: $40 per 


month, 


Administration 


Direct responsibility 
9 


County department 
of public welfare. 


State bureau of old-age 
assistance operatin: 
through regional of- 
fices, or local depart- 
ment of public wel- 
fare, operating in 
accordance with 
State standards, to 
which commissioner 
has delegated re- 
sponsibility for ad- 
ministration. 


Board of public wel- 
fare. 


THE BLIND 


Administration 
epercenr. Btate agency Leonhastoer 
10 11 12 


State department of | State board of public wel- 


Public welfare. 


Commissioner 
welfare through 
bureau of old-age 
assistance, 


Board of public wel- 


fare. 


fare (administrative)— 
7 members appointed 
by Governor. Director 
appointed by and from 
membership of board. 


of | Commissioner responsible 


to Governor and general 
assembly. Public-wel- 
fare council (advisory)— 
5 members appointed 
by Governor with ad- 
vice and consent , of 
general assembly. 


Board of public welfare 
(administrative)—9 
members appointed by 
commissioners of Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Di- 
rector of public welfare 
appointed by commis- 
sioners of District of 
Columbia, 


Board of county commis- 
sioners (administra- 
tive)—(in Denver, de- 
partment of health and 
charity). County di- 
rector of public welfare 
appointed by county 
board. 


City or town welfare de- 
partment where desig- 
nated, 


Procedures 
Place of application Final decision Liens Other 
13 14 15 16 
County department | County department | No provision______ Excess assistance pre- 


of public welfare. 


Chief executive au- 
thority (or his 
appointee) of town 
of residence, 


Any district oftice of 
board of public 
welfare, 


of public welfare. 


State bureau of old- 


age assistance, 


board of public 
welfare. 


Applicant may be 
required to as- 
sign personal 
property (ex- 
eluding insur- 
ance) to the 
commissioner. 
Agreement to 
reimburse State 
for total amount 
of aid plus 4 per- 
cent per annum 
constitutes a4 
lien against real 
property and 
estate (enforce- 
ment may be 
suspended dur- 
ing occupancy 
of surviving 
spouse), 


Consultant “and | Assignment or 


transfer of prop- 
erty optional 
with board of 
public welfare 
for sufficient 
cause, 


viously granted appli- 
eant recoverable as a 
debt after the acquisi- 
tion of property or in- 
come. Tota] amount of 
assistance allowed as 
claim of third class 
against estate of de- 
ceased (not enforceable 
against homestead occu- 
pied by surviving 
spouse). $500 fine or 3 
months’ imprisonment 
or both for fraud. 


State has claim for full 
amount of assistance 
(plus 4 percent) paid to 
beneficiary found to 
have, or who subse- 
quently acquires, suffi- 
cient means reasonably 
to support himself. 
Double the amount of 
sid may be recovered for 
fraud. At death State 
has preferred claim to 
estate for assistance 
paid, plus 4 percent. 
$200 fine or 6 months’ 
imprisonment or both 
for fraud. 


Amount ofassistance plus 
simple interest at 3 per- 
cent constitutes pre- 
ferred claim against es- 
tate (not enforceable 
against surviving 
spouse). $500 fine or 1 
year’s imprisonment or 
both for fraud. 


Assistance costs 


17 


County, 25 percent; 
State, 25 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent, 


State, 50 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent, 


District, 50 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


Sources of funds for assistance 


State funds 


18 


State public-welfare 


fund raised by 
taxes and license 
fees on retail sales, 
intoxicating and 
nonintoxicating 
liquors, inherit- 
ances, storage, use 
or consumption 
of commodities 
and products, and 
incorporation fees; 
general fund. 


Old-age assistance 


fund consisting of 
funds derived from 
poll tax and gen- 
eral revenue, 


Appropriated annu- 


ally by Congress 
in District of Co- 
lumbia Appropri- 
ation Act. 


Local funds 


19 


Raised annually in 
regular tax levy. 


None. 


None. 


FLORIDA 


Plan effective Dec. 
1, 1937. 


16 years of age 
or over. 


GEORGIA 
Plan effective July | 21 years or 
1, 1937. over. 
Hawall 
Plan effective July | None_---.----- 


1, 1937. 


IDAHO 


Plan effective Feb. 
1, 1936. 


21 years or 
over (re- 
quirement 
waived un- 
der unusual 
circumstan- 
ces). 


Citizenship 
requirements 


Residence requirements 


Resident of State for 5 of the 
last 9 years immediately 
preceding application and 
for the year immediately 
preceding application. 


Conditions of eligibility 


Property and income 
limitations 


Has not, for purpose of qualify- 
ing, deprived himself of 
property within 2 years im- 
mediately preceding appli- 
eation. No equity in rear 
property salable at reason- 
able terms above $5,000 velu- 
ation exempt from taxation 
under the homestead ex- 
emption act. Liquid assets 
and income should not usu- 
ally exceed $360 a year. If 
applicart has $250 insurance 
coverage, liquid assets 
“should not usually’’ ex- 
ceed 3110. No responsible 
relative able to support, no 
others willing to support 
(applicant’s best interests 
considered). 


Residence in State for 1 year_| Income and resources insuffi- 


Residence in Territory for 5 
years during 9 years im- 
mediately preceding date 
of application. 


Lost eyesight while resident 


of Idaho or resided in State 


for at least 5 of 9 years im- 
mediately preceding ap- 
plication, last year of 
which continuous and im- 
mediately preceding. 


cient to provide reasonable 
subsistence compatible with 
decency and health. Has 
not disposed of property 
within 2 years for purpose of 
qualifying. 


Has not deprived self of any 
property or income for pur- 
pose of qualifying. Has no 
spouse nor any children able 
and legally responsible to 
support. 


Has not made voluntary as- 
signment or transfer of prop- 
erty for purpose of qualify- 
ing. Earnings on odd jobs 
up to $15 per month allowed 
without deduction from 
budget. Has no source of 
support to provide reason- 
able subsistence compatible 
with decency and health. 


Definitions (need, 
blindness, ete.) 


Need: Income and other re- 
sources insufficient to provide 
reasonable subsistence com- 
patible with health and 
decency. Blindness: Central 
visual acuity of less than 
20/200 in better eye with cor- 
recting glasses or disqualify- 
ing field defect. 


Blindness: Vision with correct- 
ing glasses so defective as to 
prevent performance of activi- 
ties for which eyesight is essen- 
tial: 20/200 central visual acuity 
or less in better eye with cor- 
recting glasses, 


Other 


AID TO 


Limitations on 
allowances 


8 


Is not inmate of any public 
institution at time of receiv- 
ing assistance. Public as- 
sistance may be paid to in- 
mate of ee institution 
approved by State board of 
health and State welfare 
board, but assistance may 
not be granted to inmate of 
institution maimtained by a 
fraternal organivation. Tem- 
porary stay in public insti- 
tution for medical care does 
not disqualify recipient. Is 
not publicly soliciting alms. 
Examination by qualified 
ophthalmologist required. 


Maximum: $30 per 
month. Minimum: 
$5 per month. Not 
less than 75 percent of 
budgetary deficit is to 
be given unless it ex- 
ceeds $30 per month. 


Is not an inmate of any public 
institution at time of pay- 
ment, but temporary stay 
for medical care does not 
disqualify recipient. Is 
not being detained by State 
for conviction of crime; is 


not publicly soliciting alms. 


Examination by approved 
ophthalmologist required. 


Need: Income insufficient to pro- 
vide reasonable subsistence 
compatible with decency and 
health. Blindness: Vision in 
better eye with correction less 
than 20/200 or disqualifying 
field defect sufficient to inca- 
pacitate him for self-support. 


Need: Has not sufficient income 
or other resources or sources 
of support to provide reason- 
able subsistence compatible 
with decency and health. 
Blindness: Vision with cor- 
recting glasses of less than 
20/200 vision or so defective as 
to prevent performance of 
activities for which eyesight is 
essential. Physician’s certifi- 
cate required. 


Is not an inmate of any public 
institution of a charitable, 
custodial, correctional, or 
curative nature. Examina- 
tion by ophthalmologist ora 


qualified physician required. 


Is not, while receiving aid, an 
inmate of public institution 
or in need of continuing in- 
stitutional care because of 
po or mental disabil- 
ity. 


Meximum: _ $30 _~—s per 
month. Minimum: 
May not fall below 75 
percent of computed 
budget deficit. Med- 
ical and surgical assis- 
tanee and traveling 
and other expenses for 
same granted. 


Maximum: $30 per 
month. Medical, den- 
tal, and surgical care, 
and supplemental 
assistance allowable. 


Maximum: $40 per 
month. ‘Temporary 
assistance including 
travel expenses for 
prevention of blind- 
ness or restoration of 
eyesight — available. 
Burial relief to the 
amount of $150 al- 
lowed. 


Administration 


Direct responsibility 
9 


District welfare board. 


County department 
of public welfare. 


Territorial department 
of social security. 


County department 
of public welfare. 


THE BLIND 


Administration 
Beeb tii State agency Local agency 
10 11 12 


State welfare board_.| State welfare board (ad- 
ministrative)—7 mem- 
bers appointed by Gov- 
ernor. Commissioner 
appointed by Governor. 


State department of 


State board of public wel- 
public welfare. f 


are advisory and 
policy-forming) — Direc- 
tor and 6 unpaid mem- 
bers appointed by Gov- 
ernor (1 of whom shall 
be a medical doctor and 
1a dentist). 


Territorial depart- | Director of social security 
ment of social se- appointed by Gover- 
curity. nor. Advisory board— 


6 members appointed 
by Governor. 


State department of | State board of public wel- 
public welfare. fare—5 members ap- 
pointed by Governor for 

3-year overlapping 

terms. | Commissioner 

of public welfare ap- 

pointed by State board. 


255503—40——2 


County board of public 
welfare—5 unpaid mem- 
bers appointed by 
county commissioner or 
board of commissioners 
or county’s constituted 
fiscal agent, with State 
department’s approval. 
County director ap- 
pointed by county 
board. 


County commission of 
public welfare (advi- 
sory)—5 members, 1 ap- 
pointed by board of 
county commissioners 
and 4 by State depart- 
ment for 3-year overlap- 
ping terms. County su- 
pervisor of public wel- 
fare (executive and ad- 
ministrative officer), ap- 
pointed by State de- 
partment, 


Procedures 
Place of application Final decision Liens Other 
13 14 15 16 
Office of the district | Publicassistance de- | None-------------- Naas a 25s ee 


board in the coun- 
ty of applicant’s 
residence, 


partment of State 
welfare board. 


County department 
of public welfare 
in county of resi- 
dence. 


County department 
of public welfare. 


Office of county | Territorial depart- 
agent. ment of social se- 
curity. 


County department | State department of 
of public welfare. public welfare. 


Total amount of assist- 
ance granted is claim 
against estate of deceased 
recipient after payment 
of funeral expenses, not 
in excess of $75, and ex- 
pense of administering 
estate, (needy Confed- 
erate veterans exempt 
from this requirement). 
Claims not to be en- 
forced against real estate 
of recipient while occu- 
pied by _ surviving 
spouse or dependent. 
Excess assistance paid 
after recipient acquires 
property or income over 
and above amount 
stated in application is 
recoverable as a debt. 
$300 fine or 12 months’ 
imprisonment or both 
for fraud. 


No provision_-_.--- 


Claim may be filed against 
estate of deceased re- 
cipient for amount of 
assistance granted. $500 
fine or 1 year’s imprison- 
ment or both for fraud. 


Assistance granted after 
recipient acquires prop- 
erty or income in excess 
of need may be recov- 
ered. $300 fine or 6 
months’ imprisonment 
or both for fraud. 


Sources of funds for assistance 


Assistance costs 


State funds Local funds 
17 18 19 
State, 50 percent; | General revenue | None. 
Federal, 50 per- fund or tax on 
cent. manufacture, dis- 
tribution, and sale 
of aleoholic liquor. 
County, 10 percent; | General fund_______- General fund, 
State, 40 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 
Territory, 50 per- | Assistance fund (tax | None. 
eent; Federal, 50 on compensation 
percent. and dividends), 
State, 50 percent; | General fund_____.__ None. 
Federal, 50 per- a 
cent. 


AID TO 


Effeetive dates 
of plans Age xreanire- 
ments 
1 2 
INDIANA 
Plan effective Apr. | 21 years male, 
1, 1936. 18 years fe- 
male. 
IOWA 
Plan effective Nov. | 18 years or 
1, 1937. older. 
KANSAS 
Plan effective Aug. | None-----_--_- 


1, 1937. 


Citizenship 
requirements 


3 


Citizen of United 
Sta 


Citizen of United 
States, or has 
applied for citi- 
zeuship and 
completes nat- 
uralization in 
time prescribed 
by law. 


Residence requirements 


4 


Conditions of eligibility 


Property and income 
limitations 


5 


Definitions (need, 
blindness, ete.) 


6 


Lost eyesight while a resi- 
dent of State or has resided 
in State for at least 5 years 
during the 9 years imme- 
diately preceding date of 
application, the last year 
of which shall be continu- 
ous and immediately pre- 
cede date of application. 


Resident of State 5 of 9 
years preceding applica- 
tion and 1 year immedi- 
ately preceding applica- 
tion; or became blind while 
residing in State; or was a 
blind resident of State at 
passage of act (July 4, 
1937). 


Has resided in State 5 years 
during the 9 years imme- 
diately preceding applica- 
tion, the last year of which 
shall be continuous and 
immediately preceding 
application. 


Has not sufficient income or 


other resources to provide a 
reasonable subsistence com- 
— with decency and 

ealth. Has not deprived 
self of any property within 
5 years immediately preced- 
ing date of application in 
order to be eligible for as- 
sistance. Husband or previ- 
ously supported adult son or 
daughter unable to support. 


Has not disposed of property 


during last 5 years for 
purpose of qualifying and 
can show this beyond reason- 
able doubt. Does not have 
cash assets or investments 
(other than real estate) of 
immediate cash value of 
$300, if single, or $450, if 
married and not separated 
from spouse, or real prop- 
erty, less recorded liens, as- 
sessed at more than $2,000 
or when combined with 
property of spouse at more 
than $3,000 except as neces- 
sary for short-time rehabili- 
tation plan and except when 
real property is domiciled 
and liquidation would effect 
definite hardship on appli- 
cant or dependents. Has 
no relatives able to support. 


Has not sufficient income or 


resources to provide a rea- 
sonable subsistence com- 
patible with decency and 
health. Has not made an 
assignment or transfer of 
property for the purpose of 
qualifying within 2 years 
prior to filing application. 


Other 


Blindness: Vision in the better 
eye with correcting glasses of 
20/200 or less, or a disqualify- 
ing visual field defect as certi- 
fied by physician. 


Need: Has not sufficient income 
or other resources to provide 
reasonable subsistence consist- 
ent with decency and health. 
Personal earnings to the 
amount of $30 monthly shall 
be disregarded. _ Blindness: 
Does not have vision in better 
eye with correcting glasses of 
20/200 or less (Snellen), or has 
oenias visual field de- 
ect. 


maintained by any public 
institution. Shall not solic- 
it alms, 


Limitations on 
allowances 


Administration 


Direct responsibility 
9 


Is not an inmate of or being | Maximum: $30 _ per 


month. Funeral ex- 
penses, $75. Burial 
plot, $25. Temporary 
assistance including 
traveling expenses for 
prevention of blind- 
ness or restoration of 
eyesight allowable, 


State department of 
public welfare. 


Not an inmate of public insti- 
tution or a private institu- 
tion not visited and inspected 
by State agency or which 
fails to allow individual to 
retain necessary cash from 
grant; is not soliciting alms. 
Not in need of continuing 
institutional care which is 
reasonably available in a 
public institution. Exam- 
ination of approved oph- 
thalmologist required. 


Maximum: $40 per 
month. Allowance 
for chronic medical 
needs made in grant 
and supplementary 
medical care incident 
to blindness allow- 
able. Funeral ex- 
penses not in excess of 
$100 may be paid. 


Need: See column 5. Blindness: 
Vision so defective as to pre- 
vent the performance of ordi- 
nary activities for which eye- 
sight is essential; vision in bet- 
ter eye with correcting glasses 
of 20/200 or less or a disqualify- 
ing visual field defect, as de- 
termined by authorized oph- 
thalmologist or physician 
skilled in diseases of the eye. 


Is not an inmate of public in- 
stitution at time of receiving 
assistance, 


No limitation. Medical 
care provided for from 
county funds. 


State department of 
social welfare oper- 
ating through county 
boards of social wel- 
fare. 


County department of 
social welfare. 


THE BLIND 
Administration 
seaparalty | State arenes oa 
10 11 12 


State department of | State board of public wel- 


public welfare. 


fare (policy-forming)—5 
members appointed by 
Governor. Administra- 
tor appointed by State 
board with advice and 
approval of Governor. 


State department of | State board of social wel- 


social welfare. 


fare (administrative)—3 
members, appointed by 
Governor with approval 
of two-thirds of senate, 
for 6-year overlapping 
terms, 1 member to be 
@ woman, 


State department of | State board of social wel- 
social welfare. 


fare (administrative)—3 
full-time paid members 
appointed by Governor 
with consent of senate. 
Chairman of State 
board is chief executive 
officer. 


County board of public 


welfare (administra- 
tive)—5 members ap- 
pointed by judge of cir- 
cuit court of county. 
County director ap- 
pointed by county 
board or, in counties of 
400,000 population or 
more, by State board of 
public welfare. 


County board of social 


welfare—3 or 5 members 
appointed by county 
boards of supervisors 
and paid $3 per day but 
not over $90 a year in 
counties of less than 
33,000, or $120 a year in 
counties of more than 
33,000, Director em- 
ployed by county board 
of social welfare. 


County _ social 
board (administrative)—- 
board of county com- 
missioners. Director 
appointed by county 
board. 


Place of application 


Procedures 


Final decision 


County department | State department of 


of public welfare. 


County board of | Division of public | No provision 


social welfare. 


of social welfare. 


public welfare. 


Liens 


No provision 


Total aid plus 3 percent 
interest is a claim 
against the estate of de- 
ceased (not enforceable 
against real estate occu- 
pied by surviving 
spouse or against real 
or personal property if 
dependent child sur- 
viving). Any excess 
assistance paid is re- 
coverable as a debt 
against property ac- 
quired subsequent to 
application. In case of 
fraud double the total 
amount of assistance in 
excess of that to which 
entitled is recoverable 
as a preferred claim 
against the estate. 
fine or 3 months’ im- 
prisonment or both for 
fraud. 


assistance in State 
department. 


welfare | County department | County board of 


social welfare. Re- 
view by State 
supervising oph- 
thalmologist. 


No provision 


Assistance paid after re- 
cipient acquires prop- 
erty or income in excess 
of need recoverable by 
State. Amount of as- 
sistance recoverable 
within 5 years from 
estate of deceased re- 
cipient. 


Fraud punishable as a 
misdemeanor by not 
more than $500 fine or 
not more than 6 months’ 
imprisonment or both. 


Assistance costs 
17 
State, 50 percent; 


— 50 per- 


County, 25 percent; 


State, 25 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


Sources of funds for assistance 


State funds 


General fund__--_--- 


General fund_____--- 


State and county 
share, 50 percent. 
State pays up to 
30 percent of as- 
sistance after Fed- 
eral contribution 
has been deducted, 
or 15 percent of 
total. Federal, 50 
percent. 


Retail sales tax fund 
(retailers’ sales tax, 
compensating tax, 
cereal malt bever- 
age tax, and cereal 
malt beverage li- 
censes). 


Local funds 


County_poor fund. 


County welfare 
fun 
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Conditions of eligibility 


Definitions (need, 
blindness, ete.) 


6 


Need: Has not sufficient income 
when added to contributions 
in money, substance, or other 
sources to provide a reasonable 
subsistence compatible with 
decency and health. Blind- 
ness: Vision insufficient for 
use in an occupation or activi- 
ty for which the sight is essen- 
tial, usually a vision of less 
than 20/200, or restricted visual 
acuity in the better eye with 
correcting glasses, or a dis- 
qualifying defect in the visual 
field. Examination by desig- 
nated physician skilled in 
diseases of the eye required. 


Need: Has not sufficient income 
or other resources to provide a 
reasonable subsistence com pat- 
ible with decency and health. 
Blindness: Central visual 
acuity of 20/200 or less in better 
eye with correcting glasses, or 
field defect in which the 
peripheral field has contracted 
to such an extent that the 
widest diameter f visual field 
subtends an angular distance 
no greater than 20°. Examina- 
tion by ophthalmologist re- 

- quired. 


Age require- Citizenship . * Property and income 
ments requirements Residence requirements Piimitations 
2 3 4 5 
Plan effective Jan. | None_----.---- Nowel4 3 Has resided in State 5 years | Has not voluntarily assigned 
during the 9 years imme-| or transferred property for 
diately preceding applica- purpose of qualifying within 
tion and 1 year continu- preceding 5 years. Has no 
ously immediately pre- legally responsible relatives 
ceding application, or lost who are reasonably able to 
eyesight while a resident support him. Bank ac- 
of State. count or postal savings per- 
missible up to $100 if for 
some specific purpose, as 
burial. 
MAINE , 
Plan effective Feb. | Over 16_-___-- None-_-.----------| Resident of State 5 years of 9 | Has no relatives liable by law 
1, 1936. immediately preceding ap- and able to an Sc Right 
lication and continuous- to assistance is forfeited if 
y for 1 year immediately property is disposed of in 
preceding application. order to qualify. Liquid 
assets not to exceed $600. 
Real property not to exceed 
$1,500 in general. 
MARYLAND 
Plan effective May | None-____------ Noméicn senses Eyesight lost while resident | Has not made an assignment 
1, 1936. of State, or resident of or transfer of property with- 
State 5 of 9 years immedi- in 3 years immediately prior 
ately preceding applica- to the filing of application. 
tion, last year of which Has no person legally re- 
must be continuous and sponsible for support and 
immediately precede ap- able to support. 
plication. 
MASSACHUSETTS 
lan’ effective Apr.| 21 years or| None_--.---------- Resident in State not less | More than $300 in cash or se- 
a P = ne than 5 of 9 years immedi- curities, or property equity 


ately preceding date of 
application, and resident 
of State 1 continuous year 
immediately preceding ap- 
application. 


exceeding $3,000 disqualifies. 
Has no children able to 
support. 


Need: Not sufficient income or 
other resources to provide 6 
reasonable subsistence com- 


patible with decency and 
health. Blindness: Central 
visual acuity of 20/200 or less 
in the better eye, or with 
greater visual acuity if there 
is a field defect in which the 
peripheral field has contracted 
to such an extent that the 
widest diameter of visual field 
subtends an angular distance 
no greater than 20°. 


Blindness: Having 20/200 or less 
corrected vision in better eye 
or corresponding limitation of 
field of vision as determined 
by physician. 


Other 


Is not an inmate of a public 
institution, Must not pub- 
licly solicit alms during pe- 
riod of receiving assistance. 
Is not receiving any other 
public assistance from State 
or political subdivision ex- 
cept as in column 8. Has 
not received loan from Farm 
Security Administration. Is 
not assigned to WPA. 


Is not an inmate of any public 
institution. 


Not an inmate of any public 
institution at time of grant. 


— eT 


AID TO 


Administration 
Limitations on 
allowances 
Direct responsibility 
8 9 
No limitation. State | Parish departments of 


contribution to funeral 
expenses may not ex- 
ceed $25. ‘Temporary 
medical and surgical 
assistance allowable. 


public welfare serve 
as agencies of the 
State department of 
public welfare. 


Department of health 
and welfare, operat- 
ing through district 
and branch offices. 


Maximum: $30 per 
month. Supplemen- 
tary medical and sur- 
gical assistance, in- 
eluding _hospitaliza- 
tion and traveling ex- 
penses in connection 
therewith, allowable. 
Funeral expenses to 
$100. 


Maximum: $30 _ per | County welfare board. 
month. Funeral ex- (Department of wel- 
penses may not ex- fare in Baltimore 
ceed $100. Tempo- City.) 


rary medical and sur- 
gical assistance allow- 
able. 


Inmate of public institution 
is ineligible, 


Division of blind of 
State department of 
education. 


Maximum: $30 per 
month, 


THE BLIND 
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Administration 
Supervisory 
responsibility State agency Local agency 
10 WwW 12 
State department of | State board of public wel- | Parish board of public wel- 


fare (advisory)—5 mem- 
bers appointed by Gov- 
ernor for overlapping 
terms. Commissioner of 
pans welfareappointed 

y the State board. 
State commissioner is 
secretary of the State 
board. 


public welfare. 


Department of | Commissioner of health 
health and wel- and welfare appointed 
fare. by Governor, with ad- 

vice and consent of coun- 
cil. Advisory council 
—6 members appointed 
by Governor with con- 
sent of council, and the 
commissioner, ex officio. 


State department of | Board of publi¢ welfare— 
public welfare. 7 members appointed 
by Governor. Director 
of public welfare ap- 

pointed by board. 


Division of blind of | Director of division of 
State department blind with advice of 
of education. advisory board of 5 

members. 
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fare (advisory)—5 mem- 
bers selected by police 
jury (in Orleans Parish, 
7 members selected by 
commission council) 
from lists certified by 
the State department. 
Parish director of public 
welfare appointed by 
State commissioner. 


County welfare board (ad- 
ministrative)—1 county 
commissioner, ex officio, 
plus 6 members ap- 
pointed by board of 
county commissioners 
from list submitted by 
board of State aid and 
charities. (Department 
of welfare in Baltimore 
City.) Executive sec- 
retary applets by 
county welfare board. 


Procedures 
Place of application Final decision Liens Other 
13 14 15 16 
Parish department | Parish department | No provision_----- On death of recipient, the 
of public welfare. of public welfare. total amount shall be 


Division of aid to 
the blind. 


County welfare 
board. (Depart- 
ment of welfare in 
Baltimore City.) 


Division of blind of 
State department 
of education. 


Director of aid to 
the blind. 


County welfare 
board. (Depart- 
ment of welfare in 
Baltimore City.) 


Division of blind of 
State department 
of education. 


allowed as a claim 
against estate after rea- 
sonable funeral] expenses 
and expenses of admin- 
istering estate have been 
paid (not enforceable 
against real estate occu- 
Pied as a home by sur- 
viving spouse or child, 
or against personal or 
real property oflessthan 
$100in value). Amount 
ofassistance recoverable 
by State department 
from relative or relatives 
legally responsible and 
reasonably able to pro- 
vide for recipient’s sup- 
Port who fail to provide 
such support. Maxi- 
mum of $500 fine or 3 
months’ imprisonment 
or both for fraud. 


No provision ....-~ 15. 28 4.2 bbecepe tee es 


No provision_----- Total amount of assist- 
ance paid recipient after 
he reaches age of 65 al- 
lowed as claim against 
estate of deceased (not 
enforceable against real 
estate occupied by sur- 
viving spouse). $500 fine, 
or 3 months’ imprison- 
ment, or both, for fraud. 


Sle pro Vision so... aoe nese ces deecc eet 


Sources of funds for assistance 


Assistance costs 
State funds Local funds 
17 18 19 

State, 50 percent; | Gasoline tax; taxon | None. 
Federal, 50 per- retail sales and on 
cent. use, etc., of certain 

Personal property. 

State, 50 percent; | General fund___---_- None. 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 

County, 35 percent; | General fund_____--- Annual county ap- 
State, 15 percent; propriation. 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent, 

State, 50 percent; | General fund__..-... None 


Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


Effective dates 
of plans Age require- Citizenship 
ments requirements 
1 2 3 
MICHIGAN 
Plan effective July | 16 years or | Nome._.-..-------- 
1, 1936. over. 
MINNESOTA 


Plan effective July 1, | 21 years or over- 
1937. 


MISSISSIPPI 


Plan effective Nov. 
1, 1938. 


MONTANA 


Plan effective Jan. 
1, 1938. 


Residence requirements 


4 


Has either resided in State 
for period of 5 years during 
9 years, last 1 year of which 
immediately preceded ap- 
plication for aid, or lost 
his sight after becoming 
resident of State. 


Lost eyesight while resident 
of State, or resided in 
State 5 years during 9 
immediately preceding 
application, last year con- 
tinuous residence and im- 
mediately preceding ap- 
plication. 
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Conditions of eligibility 


Property and income 
limitations 


5 


Has not divested himself or 
herself directly or indirectly 
of any property or income 
from property for purpose of 
qualifying for assistance; has 
not conveyed to any person 
his property upon condition 
or agreement that such per- 
son should furnish support 
and maintenance and such 

erson to whom conveyance 

as been made is then living 
and able to support appli- 
cant or property conveyed 
is subject to performance of 
said conditions or agree- 
ment, 


Has not disposed of property 
in order to qualify within 2 
years prior to application. 


None, but State depart- 
ment’s policy is not to ac- 
cept applications from 
“transient blind.”’ 


Resident in State 5 out of 9 
years immediately preced- 
ing application, 1 year of 
which shall immediately 
precede application. 


Has not assigned or transferred 
property to become eligible 
for aid within 2 years prior 
to filing application. 


Has not disposed of any prop- 
erty for 2 years in order to 
qualify. No deduction will 
be made for income from 
wages up to $10 per month. 


Definitions (need, 
blindness, etc.) 


6 


Need: Has not sufficient income 
or other resources to provide a 
reasonable subsistence com- 
patible with decency and 
health. Blindness: Has no 
vision or whose vision with 
correcting glasses is so defec- 
tive as to prevent the perform- 
ance of ordinary activities 
for which sight is essential. 
State department defines 
blindness as vision in better 
eye with correcting glasses of 
20/200 or less or disqualifying 
visual field defect, as deter- 
mined upon examination by 
designated ophthalmologist. 


Need: Insufficient income or 
other resources to provide 
reasonable subsistence com- 
patible with decency and 
health. Blindness: Vision 
20/200 or less in better eye 
(Snellen) and cannot be reme- 
died or improved; or more 
than 20/200 but accompanied 
by contraction of peripheral 
field so that widest diameter 
of visual field subtends an an- 
eas distance no greater than 


Need: Has not sufficient income 
or other resources to provide a 
reasonable subsistence com- 
patible with decency and 
health. Blindness: Central 
visual acuity of 20/200 or less in 
better eye with correcting 
glasses or a disqualifying visual 
field defect. Examination re- 
quired by ophthalmologist 
designated or approved by 
State department. 


Need: Has not an income ade, 
quate, when added to the 
contributions from relatives 
or others, to provide a reason- 
able subsistence compatible 
with decency and _ health. 
Blindness: Has no vision, or 
vision with correcting glasses 
is so defective as to prevent 
the performance of ordinary 
activities for which eyesight is 
essential. Examination by 
ap) Koved ophthalmologist re- 
quired, 


Other 


Not inmate of or being main- 
tained by any public or pri- 
vate institution at time of 
receiving aid. Not in need 


of continuing institutional 
care. Does not solicit alms 
while receiving assistance. 


Limitations on 
allowances 


8 


No limitation. -_.------. 


Not an inmate of or being 
maintained by municipal, 
State, county, or private in- 
stitution at time of receiving 
assistance, May not receive 


old-age assistance or any 
other public relief from State 
or any political subdivision 
except for temporary medi- 
cal and surgical assistance. 
Must not solicit alms. Is 
not, because of physical or 
mental condition, in need of 
continuing institutional 
care. Must be examined by 
an ophthalmologist. May 
not refuse medical or sur- 
gical treatment when his 
eyesight may be wholly or 
partially restored. 


No limitations. Tem- 
porary medical and 
surgical assistance al- 
lowable by other State 
agencies. or political 
subdivisions. 


AID TO 
Administration 


Direct responsibility 
9 


Bureau of social secu- 
rity of State depart- 
ment of social wel- 
fare. 


Director of social wel- 
fare in cooperation 
with county welfare 
boards. 


Not an inmate of any public 
institution at time of assist- 
ance, but maximum stay of 
3 months in institution for 
temporary medical treat- 
ment does not disqualify re- 
cipient. 


Is not an inmate of a public 
institution, except for tem- 
porary medical or surgical 
care in a hospital. Is not in 
need of continued care in a 
public institution because 
of physical or mental condi- 
tion. 


Maximum: $30 per 
month. Minimum: 
$3 per month. Tem- 
porary medical and 
surgical assistance al- 
lowable as item in 
budget. 


Maximum: $30 per 
month. Supplemen- 
tary grants for serv- 
ices such aS preven- 
tion or treatment of 
blindness allowable. 


County department of 
public welfare. 


County department of 
public welfare. 


|) 


THE BLIND 


. Supervisory 
~ responsibility 
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Administration 


State agency 


11 


State department of | Michigan social welfare 


social welfare. 


Director of social 


welfare. 


commission (adminis- 
trative)—5 members ap- 
pointed by Governor 
with advice and consent 
of senate. Supervisor 
of bureau of social secu- 
rity appointed by com- 
mission. 


Director of social welfare 
(appointed by Governor 
with advice and consent 
of senate). 


State department of | State board of public wel- 


public welfare. 


fare—3 unpaid members 
appointed by Governor 
for 4-year terms. Com- 
missioner of public wel- 
fare appointed by State 
board of public welfare. 


State department of | State board of public wel- 


public welfaro. 


fare (partially adminis- 
trative)—5 members 
appointed by Governor 
with advice and consent 
of senate for 3-year over- 
lapping terms. State 
administrator of public 
welfare appointed by 
Governor with consont 
of legislature. 


Local agency 


12 


County bureau of social 
aid. Supervisor appoint- 
ed by State supervisor 
of bureau of social secu- 
tity. 


County welfare board (ad- 
ministrative)—(with few 
excoptions) 5 members, 
3 appointed by county 
commissioners, 2 by 
State board from list 
submitted by county 
commissioners. Execu- 
tive secretary appointed 
by county welfare board 
in accordance with rules 
and regulations of State 
agency. 


County board of public 
welfare—5 members ap- 
pointed by the county 
board of supervisors. 
County welfare agent 
appointed by the State 
commissioner. 


County board of public 
welfare (administrative) 
(composed of board of 
county commissioners ex 
officio). County welfare 
supervisor appointed by 
county board with ap- 
proval of State depart- 
ment. 


Place of application 


13 


13 


Procedures 


Final decision 


14 


County bureau of | County bureau of 


social aid. 


County welfare 
board. 


social aid. 


Director of social 
welfare. 


County department | State department of 


of public welfare 
in county of resi- 
dence. 


public welfare. 


Liens 


15 


No provision 


No provision 


No provision 


Other 


16 


Fraud involving $100 or 
less punishable as mis- 
demeanor and in excess 
of $100 as felony. When 
prosecution is deemed 
unnecessary recovery of 
total amount paid plus 
5 percent interest is pro- 
vided. Violation of act 
for which no penalty is 
specified is punishable 
as misdemeanor. 


Total amount of assistance 
paid allowed as a claim 
against estate. Any as- 
sistance paid, after re- 
cipient has come into 
possession of property 
or income in excess of 
need, recoverable as a 
debt. Fraud punishable 
as a misdemeanor by a 
fine of not more than 
$100 or imprisonment for 
not more than 3 months 
or both, 


Assistance paid in excess of 
need after recipient has 
come into possession of 
additional property or 
income recoverable. by 
county as debt due State 
and Federal govern- 
ments. $500 fine or 4 
months’ imprisonment 
or both for fraud. 


County department | County board of 


of public welfare. 


public welfare, 
subject to review 
and approval by 
State field super- 
visor. 


No provision 


Assistance paid after ro- 
cipient bas come into 
possession of property or 
income in excess of need 
Tecoverable by State. 
Fraud punishable as a 
misdemeanor. 


Assistance costs 
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State, 50 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


State, 50 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


State, 50 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


County, 1624 per- 
cent; State, 3334 
percent; Federal, 
50 percent. 


Sources of funds for assistance 


State funds 


18 


General fund-_------ 


General fund---_._- 


Loeal funds 


19 


None. 


None. 


None. Allotment 
of State funds 
based on popu- 
lation and stand- 
ard of living of 
county. 


General fund_--..-- 


County poor fund 
(real-property 
levy and por cap- 
ita tax). 


Effective dates 
of plans 


NEBRASKA 


Plan effective Feb. | 16 or more 


1, 1936. years. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Plan effective Feb. | 16 years or over- 


1, 1936. 


NEW JERSEY 


Plan effective July | 21 years orover_ 


1, 1936. 


NEW MEXICO 


Plan effective Apr. | 21 years male, 
1, 1934. 18 years fe- 


male. 


Age require- 
ments 


1 2 


requirements 


14 


Residence requiremerts 


4 


Conditions of eligibility 


Property and income 
limitations 


5 


Definitions (need, 
blindness, etc.) 


6 


Resident of State 50f9 years | Isinneed and has not disposed | Blindness: Visual acuity of 


immediately preceding ap- 
plication, and continuous 
residence during year im- 
mediately preceding ap- 
plication. Recipient must 
retain legal residence in 
State. May receive as- 
sistance for not longer than 
1 year while residing out- 
side the State. 


Residence in State 6 months 
required. 


Residence 5 years out of last 
9 years, last year continu- 
ous and immediately pre- 
ceding application. 


Lost eyesight while a resi- 
dent of State or has re- 
sided in State 5 years dur- 
ing 9 preceding applica- 
tion, last year continuous 
and immediately preced- 
ing application. 


of any property for purpose 
of qualifying. Has no child 
or other relative liable for 
support and able to maintain 


See column 6. Has not de- 
prived self of any property 
within 5 years in order to 
qualify. Equity in_ real 
property not to exceed $1,000 
per person or $2,000 per mar- 
ried couple. Equity in liq- 
uid assets not to exceed $500 
or $750 per couple. 


By reason of blindness unable 
to earn sufficient money to 
provide the necessities of 
life. No relatives or other 
person able and legally liable 
to furnish support. 


Has not made any assignment 
or transfer of property with- 
in 2 years prior to filing ap- 
plication for purpose of qual- 
ifying. Has no relatives 
upon whom he can depend 
for support. 


20/200 or less in better eye with 
correcting glasses or visual 
field defect which limits 
visual field to an angular 
distance of 20°. Necessary 
traveling and other expenses 
to receive treatment may be 
allowed even though recipient 
wpe blind within terms of 
act. 


Need: Has not sufficient income 
or other resources to provide 
a reasonable subsistence com- 
pas with decency and 

ealth. Blindness: Central 
visual acuity of 20/200 or less 
in the better eye with correc- 
tion; and/or such limitation of 
the field of vision that the 
widest diameter of the visual 
field subtends an angular dis- 
tance not greater than 20°. 
Examination by ophthalmolo- 
gist required. 


Blindness: Vision with correct- 
ing glasses not exceeding 
20/200 or field defect in which 

eripheral field has contracted 
Ss such an extent that widest 
diameter of visual field sub- 
tends an angular distance of 
no greater than 20°. 


Other 


Not in need of continuing in- 
stitutional care because of 
physical or mental condi- 
tion. Not an inmate of any 
prison or public institu- 
tion—(except hospital for 
temporary care) at time of 
grant. No relatives legally 
liable and able to support. 
Not receiving other assist- 
ance at public expense, ex- 
cept vocational rehabilita- 
tion, medical and surgical 
care, fuel and food. 


Not an inmate of any public 
institution at time of re- 
ceiving any other aid from 
the State or any political 
subdivision except as indi- 
cated in column 8, 


Would become public charge 
without assistance; not eli- 
gible if afflicted mentally or 
physically so as to be a 
charge on any other institu- 
tion or agency of the State; 
cannot solicit alms or re- 
ceive any other public re- 
lief; cannot have married 
another beneficiary of the 
act after 1921. 


Need: Not sufficient income or 
resources to provide reason- 
able subsistence compatible 
with decency and_ health. 
Blindness: Central visual acu- 
ity in better eye with correct- 
ing glasses of 20/200 or less. 
Ophthalmologist examination 
required. 


Not an inmate of any public 
institution at time of receiv- 
ing assistance. Not receiv- 
ing other public reliof (ex- 
cept for temporary medical 
or surgical care). : 


Limitations on 
allowances 


8 


Maximum: $30 per 
month, Minimum: $5 
per month. Voca- 
tional rehabilitation, 
medical and surgical 
assistance, and hos- 
pitalization, food and 
fuel allowable from 
other public funds. 
Funeral expenses not 
to exceed $50, from 
county poor funds, 


Maximum: $40 per 
month. Funeral ex- 
penses may not exceed 
$100 if paid by depart- 
ment. Temporary 
medical, surgical, and 


nursing care allowable. 


Maximum: $480 per 


year. In_ addition 
public relief for med- 
ical and surgical treat- 
ment may be given. 


No limitation. Tempo- 


rary medical and sur- 
gical assistance al- 
lowed to _ prevent 
blindness or to restore 
eyesight. Funeral ex- 
oases allowed up to 


AID TO 


Administration 


Direct responsibility 
9 


County assistance 
committee, 


State department of 
public welfare, 
through district and 
branch offices. 


County welfare board. 


County public welfare 
offices which serve 
as agents of the 
State department of 
public welfare. 


THE BLIND 


Administration 
Supervisory 
responsibility State agency 
10 11 


Board of control of | Board of control of State 


State institutions. 


institutions (adminis- 
trative)—3 paid mem- 
bers appointed by Gov- 
ernor. Director of assist- 
ance and child welfare. 


State department of Btate board of public wel- 


public welfare. 


State department of 
institutions and 
agencies, State 
commission for the 
blind. 


are (policy-making)—3 
members appointed by 
the Governor with con- 
sent of council. Com- 
missioner of public wel- 
fare appointed by State 
board. 


State board of control of 
institutions and agen- 
cies—9 unpaid members 
appointed by Gover- 
nor and confirmed by 
senate. Commissioner 
of institutions and agen- 
cies appointed by board. 


State department of | Board of public welfare 


public welfare. 


(advisory and adminis- 
trative)—5 members ap- 
eagle by Governor 

y and with advice and 
consent of senate, and 


Governor ex officio. Di- 
rector appointed by 
State board. 


Local agency 


12 


County assistance com- 
mittee (administrative) 
—board of county com- 
missioners or supervi- 
sors. Director elected 
by county assistance 
committee. 


County welfare board (ad- 
ministrative)—8 mem- 
bers, 5 selected by coun- 
ty board of freeholders, 
3 ex officio members, 2 
of whom are members of 
the board of chosen free- 
holders and the third 
the county adjuster. 
Director of welfare ap- 
pointed by county 
board. 
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Procedures 
Place of application Final decision Liens Other 
13 14 15 16 


County assistance | Board of control of 


committee of 
county of resi- 
dence. 


District office_--_.__ 


County welfare 
board. 


County public wel- 
fare offices. 


District supervisor_- 


State 


State institutions. 


commission 
for the blind and 
commissioner of 
institutions and 
agencies. 


State department of | No provision 


public welfare. 


All assistance 
granted becomes 
a lien on person- 
al and real prop- 
erty except 
household ef- 
fects (real estate 
owned by In- 
dian tribes re- 
siding in State 
excepted) when 
certificate of 
award has been 
recorded. 


No provision______ 


No provision. 


$100 fine or 30 days’ im- 
prisonment or both for 
fraud. Total amount of 
assistance allowed as 
claim against estate of 
deceased (not enforce- 
able against real estate 
occupied by surviving 
spouse or children de- 
pendent on recipient for 
more than 1 year prior 
to desth). 


Fraud punishable by $500 
fine or 3 months’ impris- 
onment or both and re- 
imbursement for assist- 
ance granted. Assist- 
ance rendered may be 
recovered from legally 
liable relatives. 


Total amount of assist- 
ance paid is claim 
against estate of recipi- 
ent. Not to be enforced 
against real Foopetts of 
decedent while occupied 
as a home by surviving 
spouse or dependent. 
Assistance paid in excess 
of need after recipient 
comes into possession of 
property or income to 
be recovered by State. 
Fraud punishable as a 
misdemeanor; maxi- 
mum of $200 fine or 3 
months’ imprisonment 
or both for fraud. 


Assistance costs 
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State, 50 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


State, 50 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


State "pays 50 per- 
cent for cases 
which have no 
full-year county 
residence; county 
Pays 50 percent 
for legal settle- 
ment cases. Fed- 
eral contribution 
50 percent in both 
cases. 


State, 50 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


Sources of funds for assistance 


State funds 


18 


State assistance 
fund with moneys 
available therefor 
appropriated from 
motor-fuel taxes, 
alcoholic _ liquor 
taxes, head taxes, 
excise and estate 
taxes. 


General fund________ 


General fund________ 


Excise tax on liquor, 
franchise tax on 
corporations, sev- 
erance tax, and 
excise tax on stor- 
age, use, and con- 
sumption of tan- 
gible personal 
property. 


Local funds 
19 


None. 


General fund. 


None. 
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AID TO 


Conditions of eligibility 
aos dates Fes be sees on 
ans require- itizenship : Property and income Definitions (need allowances 
ments requirements Residence requirements limitations blindness, ake ‘ Other 
1 2 3 a5 5 6 7 8 
NEW YORE 
Plan effective May | None----.-_-__ Citizen of United | 5 of the 9 years immediately | Has no person able to support | Blindness: Is totally blind or | Applicant must not have de- | No limitation. Tem- 
1, 1937. States. receding application, and responsible for support. has not more than 20/200 vis- clined to accept employ- porary care in a hos- 
ast year immediately pre- Has not disposed of prop- ual acuity in the better eye, ment under reasonable con- pital or sanitarium 
ceding. erty for purpose of qualify- or the usefulness of his vision ditions or to receive training may be provided. As- 
ing. Receipt of State read- has been impaired to a like or medical care to improve sistance may also in- 
ers’ fees will not preclude degree by other factors. Di- his condition, must not so- clude such special aid 
granting of assistance. agnosis and medical findings licit alms, must not, because as may be necessary 
Ownership of real and per- must show that vision cannot of physical or mental con- because of the condi- 
sonal property is not to be improved to better than dition, be in need of con- tion of blindness. Fu- 
preclude granting of aid if 20/200. Income is inadequate tinued institutional care, neral expenses allow- 
applicant is without neces- to provide a reasonable sub- and must not be an inmate able. 
sary funds for support. sistence compatible with de- of any public institution or 
cency and health. any private institution to 
which an admission fee has 
been paid or a transfer of 
property has been made. 
Shall not at same time re- 
ceive old-age assistance or 
aid as a dependent child. 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Plan effective July | None_..-.-___. Wore cee ods Resident of State for 1 year | In computing budget ofa blind| Need: Unable to provide self | Not an inmate of any chari- |] Maximum: $30 per 


1, 1937. 


NORTH DAKOTA 


Plan effective Nov. | 18 years__---_- Citizen of United 
20, 1936. States. 
OHIO 
Plan effective July | 18 to 65 years__| None-------------- 
21, 1936. 


immediately preceding 
the date of application. 


Has resided in State for not 
less than 1 year continu- 
ously immediately pre- 
ceding application. 


Lost eyesight while a resi- 
dent of State or shall have 
resided in State 5 years 
during 9 years immediate- 
ly preceding application; 
last year must be continu- 
ous and immediately pre- 
ceding. 


person who is earning a very 
small income by his own ef- 
forts but whose total in- 
come from all sources is in- 
adequate to provide mini- 
mum necessities, only 50 
percent of person’s own in- 
come is considered. Has 
no legally responsible rela- 
tive or other person in the 
State able to provide. 


Has not assigned or transferred 
property for purpose of qual- 
ifying. Has not sufficient 
income or other resources to 
provide reasonable subsist- 
ence compatible with de- 
cency and health. Has no 
relative of sufficient financial 
ability to support legally re- 
sponsible for support. 


Inability to provide necessi- 
ties of life, insufficient means 
for maintenance, and liable 
to become public charge. 


with necessities of life, having 
insufficient means for own a 
port, and having no legally 
responsible relative or other 
person in the State able to pro- 
vide. Blindness: Any per- 
sons who have no vision or 
whose vision with glasses is so 
defective as to prevent the 
performance of ordinary activ- 
ities for which eyesight is es- 
sential. 


Blindness: Has no vision or 
whose vision with correcting 
glasses is so defective as to pre- 
vent the performance of ordi- 
nary activities for which eye- 
sight is essential; visual acuity 
of 20/200 or less in the better 
eye with correction. 


table or correctional institu- month, 
tion while receiving assist- 
ance. Not publicly solicit- 
ing alms. Not in need of 
continuing institutional care 
because of physical or mental 


condition. 


Not an inmate of or being | Maximum: $40 per 
maintained by any munici- month. Maximum of 
pal, State, or national in- $75 allowed for funeral 
stitution at time of grant; expenses. State agency 
not receiving old-age assist- will pay cost of treat- 
ance. Must be examined by ment to prevent blind- 
ophthalmologist. ness or restore eye- 

sight; no other public 
relief allowable except 
for temporary medical 
and surgical assistance 
or for vocational train- 
ing. 


Blindness and need: Has less 
than 20/200 visual acuity 
in the better eye with cor- 
rection or comparable visual 
field defect. On account of 
loss of eyesight, is unable to 

rovide necessities of life and, 
nm absence of this aid, would 
become public charge. Medi- 
cal examination required. 


Maximum: $40 per 
month. Temporary 
additional assistance 
to secure improvement 
in vision may be al- 
lowed. 


Administration 


Direct responibility 
9 


County or city public 
welfare districts. 


Board of county com- 
missioners. 


County welfare 
boards. 


Board of county com- 
missioners. 


THE BLIND 


Supervisory 
responsibility 


10 


State department of 
social welfare. 


the blind. 


State public welfare 
* board. 


State department of 
public welfare. 
Division of public 
assistance. 


Administration 


State agency 


li 


Local agency 


12 


Procedures 


State board of social wel- 
fare—15 members ap- 
pointed by Governor 
with consent of senate. 
Commissioner of social 
welfare appointed by 
board. 


County commissioner of 
public welfare some- 
times appointed by 
county board of super- 
visors but generally 
elected; city commis- 
sioner of public welfare 
generally appointed by 
mayor or city council. 


Place of application Final decision 
13 14 
Local public-welfare | Local public-welfare 
district. district. Clear- 
ance by bureau of 
services for the 
blind required. 


State commission for | State commission (admin- 


istrative)—5 ex officio 
members: superintend- 
ent of State school for 
blind, supervisor of vo- 
cational rehabilitation, 
secretary of State board 
of health, State commis- 
sioner of welfare, and di- 
rector of State employ- 
ment service; and 6 
members appointed by 
Governor. Executive 
secretary. 


State public welfare board 
(administrative)—7 un- 
paid appointed members 
(La veteran of the W orld 
War) appointed by_ Gov- 
ernor, attorney ge"eral, 
and commissioner 0 agri- 
culture and labor, for 
overlapping 6-year 


terms, Executive. di- 
rector appointed by 
board. 


Director of State depart- 
ment of public welfare 
ap pointed by Governor. 
Chief of division of pub- 
lie assistance appointed 
by director. 


Board of county commis- 
sioners (administrative) — 
(county welfare de- 
partment as their agent). 


State commission for 
the blind. 


County commis- 
sioner or county 
welfare depart- 
ment, 


Liens 


Deed or mortgage 
may be required; 
also assign- 
ment of insur- 
ance and other 
assets and trus- 
teeship of so 
much of bank 
account as nec- 
essary for fu- 
neral expenses. 


Other 


Total amount of assist- 
ance paid is claim against 
estate (not to be enforced 
against real estate occu- 
pied by surviving spouse 
or dependent). Fraud 
punishable as a misde- 
meanor. May recover 
cost of relief from person 
(or his estate) discovered 
to have property. 


No provision_----- 


County welfare board (ad- 
ministrative)—5, 7, or 9 
members (both sexes and 
1 or 2 county commis- 
sioners, ex officio) ap- 
pointed by board of 
county commissioners 
with approval of State 
agency. Executive sec- 
retary. 


State public welfare 
board. 


County welfare 
board. 


Board of county commis- | Board of county | Board of 


sioner (administrative). 
County board of public 
assistance (coordinating 
agency) appointed by 
chief of State division 
of public assistance, 


county 


commissioners. commissioners. 


No provision__-_--- 


No provision_-____- 


$500 fine or 3 months’ 
imprisonment or both 
for fraud. 


Excess assistance paid 
after recipient becomes 
possessed of property 
or income recoverable as 
a debt. Not exceeding 
$150 fine or 1 month’s 
imprisonment or both 
for fraud. 


False statements made to 
procure assistance pun- 
ishable as perjury. 


Assistance costs 


Local, 25 percent; 
State, 25 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


County, 25 percent; 
State, 25 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


State, 50 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


County, 3334 per- 
cent; State, 1635 
percent; Federal, 
50 percent. 


Sources of funds for assistance 


State funds 


General fund_ 


General fund--_---_- 


General fund 


Local funds 
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General fund. 


General fund. 


None. 


Special fund. 


18 


No limitation 


Limitations on 
allowances 


8 


AID TO 
Administration 


Direct responsibility 


9 


County departments 
of public welfare 
which operate as 
administrative 
units of the State 
agency. 


Conditions of eligibility 
Effective dates 
of plans Age require- Citizenship Resid meraenis Property and income Definitions (need 
ments requirements ence requirengt limitations blindness, ete.) ” Other 
2 2 4 5 6 % 
OKLAHOMA 
Plan effective Dec. | 5years. None Resident of State having re- | Has not dis . 
years 6 fC See ee s 3 no posed of property | Need: Has not sufficient income | Not an inmate of or bei 
4, 3 if — lost sided therein for 5 of the within 5 years for purpose of or other resources to provide maintained by ptt a 
— Y ae 9 years immediately pre- qualifying. Net interest in for self. Eye examination by pal, State, national, or pri- 
ent of State. ceding application, the real property used as a home- physician skilled in diseases of vate institutions. Is not 
last of which must be con- stead may reach $2,500 in eye. Central visual acuity of soliciting alms. 
tinuous and immediately market value. Cash or 20/200 or less in better eye, or 
preceding application, or liquid assets must not ex- visual field no greater than 20°, 
lost eyesight while resi- ceed $250 if single or $400 if regardless of central visual 
dent of State. married. aeuity. 
OREGON 


Plan effective Apr. 


Lost eyesight while a resi- 
dent of Oregon or has re- 
sided in State for 5 out of 9 
years directly preceding 
application with contin- 
uous residence for the last 
year. 


RHODE ISLAND 


Plan effective July | 16 years or | None_-------.----- 

’ = a resident of the State of 
Rhode Island, or has 
resided in State 1 year 
immediately preceding ap- 
plication. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Plan effective Aug. | None_---.-.---| None-_------------- Resided in State 5 of 9 years 
1, 1937. immediately preceding ap- 


plication, last year con- 
tinuous and immediately 
preceding application, or 
lost sight while resident of 
State, or was blind and a 
resident at time of passage 
of State Public Welfare 
Act of 1937. 


Husband, wife, father, moth- 
er, son, or daughter finan- 
cially able to provide for the 
maintenance of an applicant 
or recipient is liable for the 
care and support of such ap- 
plicant or recipient. 


Has lost his eyesight while | Has not sufficient income or 


other resources to provide 
reasonablesubsistence. Has 
not made an assignment or 
transfer of property for the 
purpose of evading this act 
at any time within the 5 
years prior to the filing of 
application. 


Owns no property which isnot | Need: Unable to provide self 


used as home and which does 
not contribute to living of 
applicant, liquidation of 
which is practicable and 
would remove or appre- 
ciably reduce condition of 
need. 


Blindness: Vision in_ better 
eye with correcting glasses of 
20/200 or less or a disqualifying 
field defect. 


Need: Has not sufficient income 
or other resources to provide a 
reasonable subsistence com- 
patible with decency and 
health. Blindness: Has no 
vision or whose vision, with 
correcting glasses, is 20/200 or 
Jess, or has disqualifying visual 
field defect. 


with necessities of life, has in- 
sufficient means for proper 
support, and has no relative 
or other person able to and 
liatJe for support or willing to 

rovide support. Blindness: 
Bias central visual acuity of 
20/200 or less in better eye with 
correcting glasses or disquali- 
fying field defect. 


Not in need of continuing in- 
stitutional care because of 
mental or physical condi- 
tion. Is not in public insti- 
tution. Not receiving any 
other public relief except 
medical and surgical assist- 
ance. 


Is not an inmate of a public 
institution. Is not in need 
of continuing institutional 
eare or other kinds of aid 
and service which are rea- 
sonably available. Has not 
refused treatment for resto- 
ration of sight. Has been 
examined by an ophthal- 
mologist. 


Must have eye examination. 
Assistance may be disal- 
lowed on refusal of treat- 
ment which may lessen 
visual disability. Is not in- 
mate of public institution 
during receipt of assistance, 
except that assistance may 
be paid to a recipient during 
a stay in institution for 
temporary medical or nurs- 
ing care. Assistance pay- 
able to inmates of private 
institutions acceptable to 
State department of public 
welfare. 


Must not publicly solicit alms. 


Maximum: $30 per 
month. Additional 
aid, including travel- 
ing expenses, allow- 
able for prevention of 
blindness or restora- 
tion of eyesight. Fu- 
neral and burial ex- 
penses are allowed by 
way of general assist- 
ance. 


$30 per month maxi- 
mum, unless the di- 
rector approves 34 
larger amount in an 
exceptional case, 


Maximum: $300 per 
year. Minimum: $4 
per month. 


County public welfare 
department. 


State department of 
social welfare. 


County department of 
public welfare. 


THE BLIND 


Supervisory 
responsibility 


10 


State department of | Oklahoma Public Welfare 


Public welfare. 


State public welfare 


department. 


State department of 


social welfare, 


State department of | State board of public wel- 


public welfare. 


Administration 


State agency 
11 


Commission (advisory 
and administrative) — 9 
members appointed by 
Governor. Director of 
public welfare appointed 
by commission. 


State public welfare com- 
mission (administra- 
tive)—7 unpaid mem- 
bers appointed by Gov- 


ernor. State adminis- 
trator appointed by 
com: ion. 


Director of State depart- 
ment of social welfare 
appointed by Governor 
with confirmation of 
senate, Advisory coun- 
cil—5 members ap- 
pointed by Governor for 
5-year overlapping 
terms. 1 of 3 assistant 
directors, appointed by 
the director with ap- 
proval of Governor, is re- 
sponsible for public as- 
sistance and social serv- 
ice. Administrator of 
division of public assist- 
ance appointed by di- 
rector of State depart- 
ment. 


fare (administrative)—7 
members elected by 
general assembly. State 
director appointed by 
board. Advisory council 
of 5 members appointed 
by board. 


Local agency 
12 


County board of 3 (ad- 
visory)—may be ap- 
pointed by State com- 
mission. County direc- 
tor appointed by State 
commission. 


County public welfare 
commission (adminis- 
trative)—7 members: 4 
appointed by Governor 
abd 3 members of county 
board of commissioners 
or county court, Coun- 
ty administrator ap- 
(pape by county pub- 
ic welfare commission. 


County board of public 
welfare (administrative) 
—3 members selected 
by State board or State 
director upon recom- 
mendation of majority 
of county legislative 
delegates (including the 
senator). County  di- 
rector appointed by 
county board. 
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Procedures 


Place of application Final decision Liens 


Sources of funds for assistance 


County department | State office of State 
of public welfare. department of 
public welfare. 


No provision ex- 
eept as in col- 
umn 16, 


County public wel- 
fare department. 


State public welfare 
department. 


No provision _---_- 


State has prior liens upon 
assets and effects of re- 
cipients when misrep- 
resentation or excess 
| ahem iged has occurred. 

raud punishable as 
misdemeanor by not 
more than $500 fine or 
not more than 3 months’ 
imprisonment or both. 


Aid constitutes claim 
against estate of recip- 
ient but cannot be en- 
forced against realty oc- 
eupied by surviving 
spouse. When recip- 
ient acquires sufficient 
property or income, ex- 
cess assistance previ- 
ously paid is recover- 
able. $500 fine or 3 
months’ imprisonment 
or both for fraud. 


State department of 
social welfare. 
Local directors of 
public welfare 
may accept appli- 
cations for for- 
warding to the 
State office. 


State department of 
social welfare, 


County department 
of county of resi- 
dence. 


County board of 
public welfare. 


Assistance paid in excess 
of need after recipient 
acquires property or 
income is recoverable. 
Total amount of assist- 
ance is a claim against 
the estate (not to be 
enforced against real 
estate occupied by sur- 
viving spouse). Fraud 
is punishable by fine up 
to $500 or imprisonment 
up to 3 months or both. 


Any assistance improperly 
paid constitutes a debt 
due the State. Fraud 
punishable as a misde- 
Meanor, $500 fine, or 1 
year’s imprisonment, or 
both. 


Assistance costs 
State funds Local funds 
17 18 19 
State, 50 percent; | Funds from “State | None. 
Federal, 50 per- assistance fund” 
cent. raised by 8 con- 
sumers’ and users’ 
tax. 
County, 20 percent; | Appropriation from | Funds budgeted 


eit 30 percent; general fund and and secured by 


ederal, 50 per- revenue raised a tax on all tax- 
cent. from manufacture, able propertyJin 
sale, distribution, the county. 
taxing, or licensing 
of liquor. 
State, 50 percent; | General fund_-__.-_- None. 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 
State, 50 percent; | General fund_____-_- None. 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


Conditions of eligibility 
Effective dates 
of plans A rey * 
ge require- Citizenship Property and income Definitions (need. 
ments requirements Residence requirements limitations blindness, Cee , Other 
2 2 3 f 5 6 2 
SOUTH DAKOTA 


Plan effective Feb. 
1, q over. 


TENNESSEE 
Plan effective July 


16 years or | None___.-----.--.-- 
over. 


UTAH 
Plan effective Mar. | 21 years-_---.--- coo ae 
1, 1936. 
VERMONT 
21 years_..---- 


Plan effective Apr. 
1, 


Citizen of United 
States. 


Lost eyesight while a resi- 
dent of State or has re- 
sided therein for at least 
2 years during 9 years im- 
mediately preceding appli- 
eation and 1 year continu- 
—— preceding applica- 

on. 


Residence in State 5 of 9 
years preceding applica- 
tion, and for 1 year im- 
mediately preceding ap- 
plication. 


Resident 5 out of last 9 years 
and 1 year continuously 
immediately preceding 
application. 


Resident in State 5 years 
within 9 years preceding 
application and continu- 
ously during year imme- 
diately preceding applica- 
tion, or lost eyesight while 
a resident of the State. 


Has not sufficient income or 


other resources to provide a 
reasonable subsistence com- 
esr, with decency and 

ealth. Has not made an 
assignment or transfer of 
property for purpose of be- 
coming : eligible witbin 2 
years preceding filing of 
application. 


Has not made an assignment 


or transfer of property 
within 2 years for purpose 
of qualifying. May not 
own certain nonincome- 
producing property, other 
than the home, if such 
property could be sold and 
thereby provide support 
for several years. 


Has not disposed of any prop- 


erty for purpose of qualify- 
ing since Dee. 31, 1936. Has 
no legally responsible rela- 
tive able to support without 
depriving himself or family 
of necessities and conven- 
iences ordinarily included in 
standard of living in com- 
munity. Single applicant 
may retain $250 personal 
property; applicant and 
spouse, $500. 


Has not assigned or trans- 


ferred property or income in 
order to qualify. Personal 
property may not exceed 
$300. Net value of real 
estate may not exceed $3,500. 


Blindness: No vision or vision 
with correcting glasses so de- 
fective as to prevent ordinary 
activities for which eyesight 
is essential. Visual acuity of 
20/200 or less in better eye, 
with correcting glasses or a 
field defect in which peripheral 
field has so contracted that 
the widest diameter of visual 
field subtends an angular dis- 
tance no greater than 20°. 


Blindness: Central visual acuity 
of 20/200 or less in the better 
eye with correcting glasses, or 
a marked field defect. Need: 
Income and resources inade- 
quate to provide reasonable 
subsistence compatible with 
decency and health. 


Need: Insufficient income or 
other resources to provide 
reasonable subsistence com- 
a with decency and 
ealth. Blindness: entral 
visual acuity of 20/200 or less 
in better eye with correcting 
glasses or other defects (de- 
termined by supervising oph- 
thalmologist) which produce 
economic blindness. 


Need: Has not sufficient in- 
come or other resources to 
provide a reasonable subsist- 
ence eh ga with decency 
and health. Blindness: 20/200 
or less vision in better eye 
with glasses or corresponding 
limitation of the visual field. 
Examination by physician 
required. 


Not an inmate of any public 


institution. 


Is not while receiving assist- 


ance an inmate ofany public 
institution or of any private 
institution except a private 
institution approved by tho 
State department; is not 
soliciting alms; has been 
examined by ophthalmolo- 
gist approved by State de- 
partment; shall not, during 
the period of assistance, re- 
fuse treatment if examining 
ophthalmologist certifies 
that such treatment will re- 
store or partially restore eye- 
sight. 


Is not publicly soliciting alms. 


Is not an inmate of a public 
institution. Grant may be 
discontinued or denied for 
refusal to accept rehabilita- 
tion services. 


maintained by any public 
or private institution while 
receiving aid. 


Limitations on 
allowances 


Maximum: $30 per 
month. Medical and 
surgical assistance al- 
lowable. 


Maximum: $25 per 
month. 


No provision. Funeral 
expenses allowed up to 
$150. State fund 
available for medical 
and surgical eye care 
and other sight con- 
servation work. 


Not an inmate of or being | Maximum: $30 per 


month. Funeral ex- 
me may not exceed 
150. 


AID TO 


Administration 


Direct responsibility 
9 


State department of 
social security oper- 
ating through coun- 
ty or district branch 
office. 


State department of 
public welfare oper- 
ating through re- 
gional and = unit 
offices. 


County department 
of public welfare. 


State department of 
public welfare, 


THE BLIND 


Administration 
Supervisory 
responsibility Btate agency 
10 11 


State department of 
social security. 


State social security com- 
mission (administra- 
tive)—3 members ap- 
pointed by Governor 
for overlapping 6-year 
terms. Director of social 
security appointed by 
Governor. 


State department of 


Commissioner of public 
public welfare. 


welfare, appointed by 
Governor. He may, 
with the consent of the 
Governor, appoint an 
advisory committee. 


State department of | State board of public wel- 
public welfare. fare (administrative)— 
6 members appointed 
by Governor with con- 
sent of senate, and Gov- 
ernor, ex officio, as chair- 
man. Director appoint- 
ed by State board. 


State department of | State department of pub- 
public welfare. lie welfare; commission- 
er of public welfare ap- 
pointed by Governor, 
with advice and consent 

of senate. 
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Procedures 


Sources of funds for assistance 


Local agency Place of application 


State branch offices in 
county or district. 
County director ap- 
pointed by State depart- 
ment. Sstate department 
may also appoint county 
advisory committees of 
3 to 5 members. 


County or district 
branch office. 


Unit office serving 
the county in 
which the appli- 
cant resides. 


County board of public 
welfare (administra- 
tive)—1 county commis- 
sioner, ex officio, and 6 
additional members ap- 
pointed by county com- 
missioners with prior ap- 
proval of State board. 
County director ap- 
pointed by county 
board. 


of public welfare. 


public welfare. 


Final decision 


State department of | None. 


social security. 


Regional director as 
to eligibility; re- 
gional director and 
county judge or 
chairman of coun- 
ty court as_ to 
amount and effec- 
tive date of grant; 
State department 
in case of conflict. 


County department | County department 


of public welfare. 
Approval by 
State supervising 
ophthalmologist 
required. 


public welfare. 


Liens 


State department of | State department of | No sid granted | Amount of assistance is | State, 50 ae 


until lien is 
given on real 
estate. 


Assistance costs 


Other State funds Local funds 


18 19 


Assistance paid in excess | State, 50 percent; 

of need after recipient Federal, 50 per- 
comes into possession cent. 
of property or income 
recoverable as a debt. 
Fraud punishable as a 
misdemeanor; not more 
than $500 fine or 3 
months’ imprisonment 
or both for fraud. 


General fund____-_-- None. 


If recipient misrepre- General fund. 
sented amount of prop- 
erty owned or gave no 
notice of acquisition of 
additional property, or 
if heirs were morally re- 
sponsible and able, but 
unwilling to support, 
total amount of assist- 
ance paid allowed as a 
claim against estate of 
recipient after funeral 
expenses not to exceed 
$100 and expense of ad- 
ministering the estate 
have been paid (not to 
be enforced against real 
estate while occupied by 
surviving spouse or de- 
pendent child). Excess 
assistance paid after re- 
cipient comes into 
possession of excess 
property or income is 
recoverable as a_ debt 
due the State. Fraud 
punishable as a misde- 
meanor. 


County, 12% per- 
cent; State, 3714 
percent; Federal, 
50 percent. 


Total amount of assistance | County, 15 percent; 
paid is claim against State, 35 percent; 
estate of recipient. Federal, 50 per- 
Amount paid in excess cent. 
of need after acquisition 
of property or income is 
recoverable as a debt. 
$300 fine or 6 months’ 
imprisonment or both 
for fraud. 


Fundsappropriated | Tax levy on prop- 
from proceeds of erty not to ex- 
sales tax. ceed 5 mills. 


General fund_-_____- 
preferred claim against 
estate of deceased re- 
cipient (not enforceable 
against homestead occu- 
pied by surviving spouse 
if such spouse not more 
than 15 years younger 
than recipient and does 
not remarry). 


Federal, 
cent. 


per- 
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AID TO 


Effective dates 
of plans uire 
Amn requirements Residence requirements 
1 4 
VIRGINIA 
Plan effective July 1,| None..-_.--_.| None._._...-..___| Has resided in the State for 
1938. at least 5 years within the 
9 years immediately pre- 
ceding the date of applica- 
tion for aid to the blind, 
and continuously for 1 year 
immediately preceding 
such application. 
WASHINGTON 
Plan effective Apr. | 21 years or | None___...--____-- 5 of 9 years immediately pre- 
1, 1936. over, or 16 ceding application, last 
years if year continuous and im- 
os not to mediately preceding; or 
be accepta- lost eyesight while a resi- 
ble for edu- dent of the State and has 
eation in a resided in State continu- 
State school ously since such loss of 
for the sight. 
blind. 


Conditions of eligibility 


Property and income 
limitations 


5 


Has not made an assignment 


or transfer of property so as 
to render himself eligible for 
aid to the blind under this 
act at any time within 5 

years immediately prior to 
the filing of the application 
for such assistance. 


Total income and resources 


must be less than $900 per 
year; unable to provide self 
with necessities of life. 
Home, household goods, and 
personal effects, livestock 
not exceeding $150 in value 
and all foodstuffs produced 
by applicant for bimself and 
family and insurance poli- 
cies in effect for more than 
5 years having cash surren- 
der value of less than $300 
and loan values of less than 
$100 are not considered re- 
sources. Husband or wife, 
parents, sons, and daughters 
of lega] age residing within 
the State, who are finan- 
cially able to contribute to 
the support of the applicant 
in whole or In part are re- 
sponsible for the care of the 
oe The financial 
ability of such relatives to 
support may, in the discre- 
tion of the administrator, be 
considered a resource of the 
applicant in determining his 
eligibility. 


Definitions (need, 
blindness, ete.) 


6 


Need: Is needy and is in need of 
ones assistance. Blindness: 
ith correcting glasses, vision 
of 20/200 or less in better eye. 
Examination by ophthalmolo- 
gist required. 


Other 


Not an inmate of or being 


maintained by any county, 
municipal, State, or national 
ae at time of receiv- 
ing assistance. Not in re- 
publi of any other form of 
lie assistance or public 
Folie except for temporary 
medical or surgical assist- 
ance, 


Need: Insufficient resources to | Is not publicly soliciting alms, 


provide himself and depend- 
ents with such items as are 
necessary for a reasonable sub- 
sistence. Blindness: Having 
vision of 20/200 Snellen nota- 
tion or less in the better eye 
with the aid of properly fitted 
glasses or the equivalent in 
restricted field of vision as de- 
— ined by an ophthalmolo- 
gist. 


or an inmate of a public in- 
stitution except for tempo- 
rary care, or is not suffering 
from mental or physical in- 
firmity which would make 
him a charge upon any pub- 
lic institution or other public 
agency. 


Limitations on 
allowances 


Administration 


Direct responsibility 
9 


Aid plus income not to a of public 


exceed $30 per month, 
except that certain 
casual gifts of local 
charity from persons 
not related to recipient 
need not be counted as 
income. Temporary 
medical and_ surgical 
assistance allowable. 


Income and resources 
and assistance must 
not be less than $40 
per month. Maxi- 
mum burial allowance 
$60. Medical and sur- 
gical care for remova! 
of disability allow- 
able, 


wellare 


County welfare de- 
partment. 


THE BLIND 


Administration 
pence iene State agency Local agency 
10 1 12 


State commission for | Commission for the blind 


the blind. 


(policy-forming)—7 
members (2 alumni of 
State institutions for the 
blind) appointed by the 
Governor. Executive 
secretary appointed by 
commission. 


Btate department of | Social security commit- 


social security. 


tee—Governor, direc- 
tor of finance, and third 
member appointed by 
Governor. Director of 
social security appoint- 
ed by Governor with 
consent of senate Wel- 
fare survey commission 
(advisory) — 5 members 
appointed by Governor. 


Loca] board of public wel- 
fare (administrative)—3 
members appointed by 
local judge. Superintend- 
ent of public welfare, ap- 
pointed by local board 
of public welfare, sub- 
ject to personne! stand- 
ards set by State board 
of publie welfare. The 
officer in charge of the 
department of public 
welfare takes the place of 
local board in first-class 
citles, 


Board of county commis- 
sioners. Administrator. 
Advisory committee—5 
local citizens appointed 
by county commission- 
ers in cooperation with 
the State department. 


Place of application 


13 


Local board of pub- 
lic welfare. 


County welfare de- | State department of 


partment. 


Final decision 
14 


Local board of pub- 


lie welfare, 


social security. 


Procedures 


Liens 


No provision 


Other 


16 


Total amount of assistance 


paid constitutes pre 
ferred claim against es- 
tate of recipient. Such 
claim not enforceable 
against real estate while 
it is occupied by the sur- 
viving spouse until] she 
remarries, or while it is 
occupied by any depend- 
ent infant children of 
the ex-recipient. If re- 
cipient becomes pos- 
sessed of any additional 
property or income, as- 
sistance paid in excess of 
need is recoverable as a 
debt. Fraud punish- 
able as a misdemeanor. 


Sources of funds for assistance 


Assistance costs 


State funds Local funds 


17 18 19 


Loca! unit, 1834 per- | General fund__----_- General fund. 
cent; State, 314 
percent; Federal, 


50 percent. 


Aid paid constitutes pre- 


ferred claim against es- 
tate of deceased recipi- 
ent. Fraud punishable 
as a Misdemeanor. As- 
sistance paid after recip- 
ient has come into pos- 
session of resources in 
excess of need rerover- 
ab!e by State. Any per- 
son concesling resources 
sball be liable for 
amount of aid rendered. 


State, 50 percent; | General fund__-..-_- 
Federal, 50 per- 


cent. 
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Definitions (need, 
blindness, ete.) 


Need: Actually in need and 
without sufficient income or 
other resources to provide a 
subsistence compatible with 
decency and health. Blind- 
ness: Vision in better eye with 
correcting glasses of 20/200 or 
less, or disqualifying field de- 
fect sufficient to incapacitate 

Medical ex- 


Conditions of eligibility 
Effective dates 
of plans Age require- Citizenship Residen citeeetienta Property and income 
ments requirements cares e limitations =~ 
1 2 3 4 5 6 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Plan effective Oct. | 21 or more | None------.------ Resided in State for 1 year | See column 6. Has not dis- 
1, 1936. years. immediately preceding ap- posed of any property for 
plication. purpose of qualifying. Chil- 
dren, father, brothers, and 
sisters, and mother liable 
for support in manner re- 
quired by county council of 
county in which indigent 
Person may be. 
for self-support. 
amination required. 
WISCONSIN 
18 years or | None------------- Resident of State at time of | Income plus aid shall not ex- 


Plan effective Feb. dent c 
1, 1936. over. losing sight or resident of 
State for 5 out of 9 years 
immediately preceding 
date of application and 
during the last year pre- 
ceding such application 
must have resided con- 
tinuously in State. 


WYOMING 
Plan effective Feb. | 17 or more | None-.----..----.| Resident of State 5 out of 9 
1, 1936. years. years preceding applica- 


tion; continuous residence 
for 1 year directly preced- 
ing application. 


ceed $780 per year. No rel- 
atives legally responsible 
for fade and able to sup- 
port. 


Blindness: Inability to perform 
work for which sight is essen- 
tial. Corrected vision in bet- 
ter eye less than 20/200 or cor- 
responding visual field"defect. 


Has not at any time prior to | Need: Does not have sufficient 


application made an assign- 
ment of property or re- 
sources for the purpose of 
qualifying. Maximum cash 
balance of $150 may be kept 
intact for emergency. Car- 
rying charges not exceeding 
usual rent maximum are al- 
lowed when recipient owns 
his home. 


income or resources to provide 
reasonable subsistence com- 
patible with decency and 
health. Blindness: Central 
visual acuity in better eye 
with correcting glasses 6/60 or 
20/200 or less. Opbthalmolo- 
gist’s examination required. 


Other 


Limitations on 
allowances 


8 


Not an inmate of publicor pri- 
vate institution at time of 
grant. 


May not be an inmate of any 
State, county, or munici- 
pally owned charitable re- 
formatory or penal institu- 
tion, or be in attendance at 
any State, county, or mu- 
nicipally owned school for 
blind where services are free 
of charge, except the sum- 
mer school of the Wisconsin 
School for the Blind. Must 
not be publicly soliciting 
alms. 


Is not an inmate of any public 
institution at time of receiv- 
ing assistance. 


Maximum: $30 per 
month. Temporary 
medical and surgical 
care allowable. 


Maximum: Blind, $30 
per month; blind and 
deaf, $40 per month. 


Maximum: $50 per 
month for head of fam- 
ily residing in the 
State. $30 per month 
for others. Hospital- 
ization, medical and 
dental services, drugs, 
and burials to be pro- 
vided from county 
funds, 


AID TO 
Administration 


Direct responsibility 
9 


State department of 
public assistance. 


County judge, or 
county department 
of public welfare, or 
county pension de- 
partment, 


County department 
of public welfare. 


THE BLIND 


Supervisory 
responsibility 


State department of 
public assistance. 


State department of 


public welfare. 


Administration 


State agency 


Advisory board—5 mem- 


bers appointed by Gov- 
ernor with advice end 
consent of senate. Di- 
rector of public assist- 
ance appointed by Gov- 
ernor with advice and 
consent of senate. 


State board of public wel- 


fare (advisory and regu- 
latory)—7 members ap- 
pointed by Governor 
with advice and consent 
of senate. Director of 
State department of 
public welfare appoint- 
ed by State board. 


State department of | State board of public wel- 


public welfare. 


fare (administrative)— 
Governor (chairman), 
secretary of State, State 
treasurer, State auditor, 
and State superintend- 
ent of instruction, ex 
officio. _ Director ap- 
Pointed by State board. 


Local agency 


County public-assist- 
ance council (adminis- 
trative)—5 members: 
President of county 
court or his representa- 
tive, ex officio, and 4 
members appointed by 
Governor upon recom- 
mendation of State 
board. County director 
of public assistance ap- 
pointed by county coun- 
cil from list certified by 
State board. 


County Judge, county de- 
partment of public wel- 
fare—5 members (3 
from county board) and 
an administrator, 
county pension depart- 
ment. (All are admin- 
istrative units.) 


County board of public 
welfare (policy - form- 
ing)—5 members, 2 ap- 
pointed by county com- 
missioners, | by district 
judge, | by State board, 
and the superintendent 
of schools of the largest 
town. Director ap- 
poe by county 

oard. 


Place of application Final decision 


County director of 


public assistance. public assistance. 


Local administra- 


tive authority. tive authority. 


County board of 
public welfare in 
county of resi- 
dence. 


public welfare. 


Local administra- 


State department of 


State department of | Agreement re- 


quired granting 
State a lien on 
real and per- 
sonal property 
including after- 
acquired prop- 
erty. _Exemp- 
tions: $1,500 real 
property and 

$200 personal 
property. Above 
exemptions ap- 

Plicable to estate 
after death of re- 
cipient as well as 
during his life- 
time. If value 
of property hold- 
ings is not equal 
to exemptions 
no lien is taken. 

Lien not enforce- 
able against real 
estate occupied 
by surviving 
spouse unless 
the widow re- 
marries. 


Dip provieton 20 to sk ankecnee 


No provision__-_..| Fraud punishable as a| State, 50 


Other 
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Fraud punishable by fine 
up to $500. Imprison- 
ment up to 6 months or 
both. In absence of a 
specific punishment, vi- 
olations of public assist- 
ance law punishable by 
fine up to $100, imprison- 
ment to 6 months, or 
both. 


misdemeanor: $500 fine 
or 6 months’ imprison- 
ment or both. 


Sources of funds for assistance 


Assistance costs 


State funds Local funds 


17 18 19 


Appropriated from | None. 
State fund general 


revenue, 


State, 50 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 
cent. 


General fund_....__- Annual levy, 


County, 20 percent; 
State, 30 percent; 
Federal, 50 per- 


cent. 


percent; | General fund__..___. None. 
Federal, 50 per- 


cent, 


a ee eee 
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